
Parties trade blows
over childcare cuts

Debora Chobanian has been given an award for her work with Amnesty International

Interpreting prize for ‘difficult’ work
A woman has become the
first-ever winner of an inter-
national interpreting prize,
for her work with mothers
whose sons have been assassi-
nated, writes Frederica Miller.

Débora Chobanian is a
Brazilian Portuguese inter-
preter who was awarded the
new Best Performance on an
Interpreting Assignment
prize for her work with
Amnesty International.

Brazil-born Débora, who
lives in Walworth and is an
active member of the commu-
nity there, worked as an inter-
preter for Brazilian mothers
on an Amnesty report called
“You killed my son” – a report
into homicides committed by
the military police in Rio de
Janeiro.

A spokesman for the Insti-
tute of Translation and Inter-
preting (ITI), which gave her
the award, said: “Débora
showed great professionalism
and stamina working on this

assignment, which included
upsetting detail about mur-
ders and the experiences of
mothers whose sons had been
killed.”

Ms Chobanian said: “The
content made this project very
difficult and very challenging.
It was sad and very difficult
not to get emotionally in-
volved. It is a suffering beyond
measure.

“I had to keep it very pro-
fessional and concentrate on
my work in order to keep
going and perform the job
well. It has affected the way I
see the issue and the serious-
ness of it.

“I decided to support
Amnesty International more
regularly after this job. The
population live in a war-like
situation, which should be un-
acceptable for a medium-in-
come country such as Brazil. I
am very happy to have won
the award.

“It is rewarding to be recog-

nised for the good work that
you do because our work is so
unrecognised.

“It’s so unknown – people
often don’t know what an in-
terpreter or a translator does
or what the work involves. So
I think anything that can give
us something back, so we
know that what we do is
meaningful and important is
really important. Brexit is a
concern for those working in
an industry which struggles
for recognition.

She added: “There is a lot
more work in Europe for in-
terpreters than there is in the
UK. I’m British and I’m Brazil-
ian but I don’t have another
European passport so I don’t
know what’s going to happen
with work after Brexit.

“It’s going to seriously af-
fect the language industry.”

The prize is a part of the
ITI’s new award programme
that sets out to recognise the
world’s best interpreters.
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Labour politicians are flagging up the clo-
sure of a huge number of centres across
South London which aim to give children the
best start in life – with the Conservatives say-
ing that the merging of childcare centres
would “deliver services more efficiently”.

Alarm has been expressed over the high
number of Sure Start children’s centres
which have been lost under the Conservative
Government due to lack of funding.

There are concerns that families across
South London are being deprived of vital
childcare, early learning and family support.

Figures confirm that since 2010, South-
wark has lost five and now only has 16, Lam-
beth has lost six and now has 23, while
Wandsworth has seen the loss of nine centres
which means it now has 14.

However Greenwich has managed to main-
tain 24 centres during this period despite ad-
mitting it has been a financial struggle to do
so because of budget cuts.

In 2011, the Government removed the ring
fencing for Sure Start Centres which was in
place to protect the funding.

As part of its election pledge the Labour
Party said it will allocate £2.7billion of capi-
tal investment to ensure child care places
meet the demand.

However a spokeswoman for the Conser-
vative Party told the South London Press that
many councils were choosing to merge child-
care centres in order to deliver services more
efficiently.

The spokeswoman said: “We want to give
children a good start in life, whatever their
background, and help working families with
the cost of childcare.

“Many councils are choosing to merge
childcare centres in order to deliver services
more efficiently, and where a council closes a
children’s centre site they must show that
the outcomes for children won’t be adversely
affected.

“Labour did nothing to address the rising
costs of childcare. Our record investment of
£6billion by 2020 will deliver more affordable
childcare options to working parents, giving
them the benefits of 30 hours’ free childcare
while ensuring their children have access to
the high-quality early education that sets
them up for life.”

Labour politicians are highlighting the
party’s pledge to extend free universal child-

care to 30 hours per week for all two to four
year olds.

Under the plan there will be no more
means testing for two year olds which results
in only 40 per cent qualifying. The scheme
would also end the restriction of the provi-
sion for three and four year olds to only those
whose parents are working. Currently three
to four year olds only have an entitlement to
15 hours of free early education per week.

Commenting on the loss of the Sure Start
centres Neil Coyle, the Labour parliamen-
tary candidate for Bermondsey and Old
Southwark, said: “These alarming figures
show how the Tories have systematically
stripped our communities of their assets.

“Cuts to schools and cuts to local authority
budgets mean families here in Southwark
had their support withdrawn – and our chil-
dren are being deprived of the best start in
life.

“Labour has listened to the evidence: sup-
port in the early years, and particularly high-
quality childcare, is hugely important for
children’s life chances.”

Grant will help single-parent families
Prospects for single parents in Lewisham and
Southwark are set to improve with the start of
an ambitious £200,000 support plan by hous-
ing association L&Q, working with partners,
including leading single parent charity Gin-
gerbread.

There about two million single parent fam-
ilies in the UK. While two-thirds are in work,
they often face considerable barriers to em-
ployment – including lack of access to afford-

able childcare, which can reduce their work
opportunities and increase the risk of poverty.

L&Q is working with Gingerbread to kick-
start a wide-reaching project to help single
parents overcome these challenges.

The work is being supported by a £200,000
grant from the L&Q Foundation.

Anyone who would like more information
should email empoweringyou@gingerbread.
org.uk or call 020 7428 5405.
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